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CHINA VISIT - SKILLED AND BUSINESS MIGRATION 
Statement by Minister for Small Business 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Minister for Small Business) [12.14 pm]:  I wish to advise the house that I 
recently took part in a successful delegation to China to promote skilled and business migration to Western 
Australia.  The delegation included representatives from the State Migration Centre at the Small Business 
Development Corporation, and the Department of Industry and Resources.  The delegation took part in a series 
of migration seminars, as well as meetings with representatives from the Chinese government and private sector 
organisations.  The objective of these engagements was to increase Western Australia’s share of the Chinese 
business and skilled migration market.  In total, five seminars were conducted in China, in Chongqing, 
Hangzhou, Shanghai, Suzhou and Beijing.  I addressed the first three of these seminars during my visit.  In each 
city, staff from the State Migration Centre conducted one-on-one appointments with potential business and 
skilled migrants.  The delegation explored new business and skills markets in Chongqing and Hangzhou.  
Chongqing had not previously been visited by any other Australian state or territory government seeking skilled 
or business migrants.  The visit to Hangzhou also provided an opportunity to commemorate the 20-year sister-
state relationship between Western Australia and Zhejiang province.  From the 507 potential migrants who 
attended the five seminars, interviews and assessments were completed for 47 pre-qualified participants who 
lodged their applications for state sponsorship to Western Australia.  When these business and skilled migrants 
take up their visas, they will have a major impact on Western Australia.  It is projected that collectively they will 
create 157 new jobs and bring into this state more than $72 million of new capital.  This capital inflow will be 
used for the establishment of businesses and the purchase of property, motor vehicles and household goods and 
services. 
The visit was also successful in addressing our state’s skills shortage.  We met with Qingdao Taicheng, the 
Chinese government’s approved specialist provider of skilled labour for markets around the world.  This 
company will now be offering its service to employers in Western Australia who are seeking skilled workers 
from China under a range of available visa schemes.  Migration visits to international destinations over the past 
five years have proved to be very beneficial to the state’s economy.  With skills shortages and business and 
investment opportunities now at record levels, these visits form an integral part of the State Migration Centre’s 
overall skilled and business migration promotional strategy.  I am very pleased with the results of this 
delegation’s visit.  This is yet another example of how the Carpenter government is helping to grow the Western 
Australian economy. 
 


